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Welcome
For more than 25 years, the Victor Chang
Cardiac Research Institute has been Australia’s
home of heart research. In that time, the
Institute has made an everlasting contribution
to the fight against cardiovascular disease, and
that makes us overwhelmingly proud.
As we look to the future, the Institute is now
sharply focused on the challenge of achieving
translational and clinical research outcomes,
as an enhancement to the world-recognised
discoveries that underpin our global
reputation.
With two major capital campaigns in the
pipeline, our growth into the translational
medicine space is on a steep upward
trajectory,and will assuredly reinforce the
Institute’s position as one of the world’s premier
cardiovascular research hubs.
Situated directly beside St Vincent’s Hospital on
the St Vincent’s Healthcare Campus in Sydney,
the Institute has a strong strategic partnership
with the hospital’s Cardiology Department,
enabling globally renowned physicians to
conduct clinically impactful research on a daily
basis, right here at Australia’s home of heart
research.

This creates a complete cardiovascular
investigational pipeline that spans fundamental
basic science, translational studies right through
to clinical trials. In short, our doctors and
scientists can rapidly transfer learnings and
collective discoveries from the laboratory to
patient care and back again.
There’s no other single place in the entire
country, and very few in the entire world, that
can boast this comprehensive intersection
of both clinical and fundamental research
excellence.
This is a true differentiating feature of
the Victor Chang Cardiac Research
Institute and right now you have the rare
opportunity to be a part of it. On behalf
of the Victor Chang Cardiac Research
Institute, I warmly welcome your
application as we seek to find the
outstanding candidate who will play a
key role in the future success of our
organisation.

Professor Jason Kovacic
Executive Director
Victor Chang Cardiac Research Institute

About us
The Victor Chang Cardiac Research Institute is
Australia’s home of heart research. It is dedicated to
finding cures for cardiovascular disease through world
class medical research. Renowned for the quality of its
breakthroughs, the Institute is working to discover
better ways to diagnose, treat and ultimately prevent
heart and vascular disease.
Established in 1994, it is the legacy of legendary
heart surgeon Victor Chang. Now a global centreof-excellence, the Institute is home to more than
200 scientists and clinicians working across 23
highly specialised laboratories, driving
transformational research to solve the unsolved

Our Mission
To find cures for
cardiovascular disease
through world class
medical research.

Strategic Goals
1.

Undertake innovative, collaborative and cutting-edge
research that improves understanding, prevention,
diagnosis and treatment of CVD. Our ultimate goal is
to impact clinical patient care.

2.

To create a complete cardiovascular investigational
pipeline that spans fundamental basic science
discovery, translational studies through to clinical
trials.

3.

Build a sustainable organisation that provides the
necessary infrastructure and an ongoing funding base
to support our recruitment activities and this
research agenda.

4.

Attract, support and nurture high calibre staff by
providing them with the tools, infrastructure and
environment needed to do world-class research.

5.

Educate and train the next generation of leaders in
cardiovascular medicine and research.

6.

Further raise public awareness of our research
activities and engage with our community,
stakeholders, industry partners and others, so that we
receive the support we need to undertake our work.

Publication Highlights
The Victor Chang Cardiac Research Institute has made dozens of major advances, many revolutionising the
world’s understanding of disease causation, mechanisms and medical treatment. In 2020 the Institute
achieved the largest volume of publications in its history. Here are a few recent highlights showcasing our
most impactful discoveries.

2020

2015
Wong ES…Francois M, Degnan B.
Deep conservation of the enhancer
regulatory code in animals.
Science; 2020; 370(6517)

Dhital KK…Macdonald PS. Adult heart
transplantation with distant
procurement and ex-vivo
preservation of donor hearts after
circulatory death: a case series.
The Lancet; 2015; 385: 25852591

2014

2018
Del Monte Nieto G…Harvey RP.
Control of cardiac jelly dynamics by
NOTCH and NRG1 defines the
building plan for trabeculation.
Nature; 2018; 557:439-445

2017

Naqvi N… Graham RM, Ahsan
Husain A. A proliferative burst
during preadolescence
establishes the final cardiomyocyte
number.
Cell; 2014;157:795-807

2010
Shi H…Dunwoodie SL. NAD
Deficiency, Congenital
Malformations and Niacin
Supplementation.
The New England Journal of
Medicine; 2017; 377(6):544-552.

2017
Hui SP…Kikuchi K. Zebrafish
Regulatory T Cells Mediate OrganSpecific Regenerative Programs.
Developmental Cell 2017; 43
:659-672

Lee LK...Stock D. Structure of the
torque ring of the flagellar motor
and the molecular basis for
rotational switching. Nature; 2010;
466, 996–1000

Our Research
Utilising world class technology, the Victor Chang
Cardiac Research Institute is home to a multitude of
highly specialised laboratories. This includes the
Victor Chang Cardiac Research Institute Innovation
Centre, which is heralding a medical research
revolution in our quest to solve the unsolved. Giving
scientists unprecedented access to state-of-the-art
equipment, the Innovation Centre is facilitating a new
era of collaboration between researchers right across
Australia and the Asia Pacific - ultimately accelerating
opportunities to discover cures for cardiovascular
disease.

Laboratories

Position Overview
The Role

Responsibilities

The role requires an outstanding scientist or
clinician-scientist to lead a program in
cardiometabolic research. You will be someone
who has the potential to become, or is already
recognised as, an international leader in this
space, and will run a research program using
contemporary approaches ranging from basic
biochemical, analytical, molecular, genetics, cell
and developmental biology, advanced imaging, to
physiology and/or pathology. We are potentially
interested in researchers with a predominant
focus on the intersection of metabolic disease
and either cardiac or vascular pathobiology.

Specific responsibilities for this role include:

Furthermore, there are strong opportunities to
collaborate with colleagues in the fields of
diabetes and metabolic function at the Garvan
Institute of Medical Research and St. Vincent’s
Hospital. In particular, the Garvan is directly
adjacent to and physically connected to the
VCCRI. The Garvan is home to many of Australia’s
leading researchers and scientists in the fields of
diabetes and metabolism. The ideal candidate for
this VCCRI position will take maximal advantage
of the Garvan and its many strengths.

▪ Maintain a strong track record in attracting
peer-review research funding;

▪ Lead a research program that is internationally
recognised for its quality and ethical standards;
▪ Maintain a strong publication record;
▪ Receive invitations to speak at major symposia,
chair sessions, and give keynote and named
lectures;
▪ Establish collaborative projects within and
outside the Institute, including involvement in
clinical, commercial and industrial sectors,
where appropriate;

▪ Effectively manage a team and oversee a
complex and significant research effort;
▪ Effectively supervise research scientists,
postdoctoral fellows, post-graduate students
and support staff; and
▪ Serve on national and international committees.

Key Criteria
▪ A relevant doctoral qualification or equivalent
and appropriate research experience;
▪ Achievement of a substantive body of research
which is making an impact on the field with
publications in premier journals and substantive
reviews;
▪ A strong national and international scientific
reputation, as judged by publications in top
journals, invitations to speak, and other forms of
peer recognition including awards from
professional societies, invitations and other
indicators;
▪ Success in gaining substantial and/or significant
grants;
▪ Evidence of ability to attract and mentor high
quality students and postdoctoral fellows; and
▪ A leadership style that promotes a co-operative
culture throughout the laboratory that allows
collaboration within the Institute and wider
community.

What We Offer
The Victor Chang Cardiac Research Institute is
ideally situated in Darlinghurst, an inner-city
suburb only five minutes from Sydney’s CBD. It
forms part of the St Vincent’s Healthcare
Campus, a renowned health and medical
research precinct, with strong strategic
partnerships, and a focus on translating research into
improved health and clinical outcomes.
On a daily basis, our scientists work very closely
with St Vincent’s Hospital Sydney, one of
Australia’s leading teaching hospitals, to translate
our collective research discoveries into effective
prevention and treatment strategies that extend
and improve quality of life for cardiac patients
globally.
This provides a clear pathway for clinically
relevant research to be translated efficiently
with maximum impact.
The successful candidate will be employed as a
Full Faculty member or Laboratory Head
(Assistant to full Professor level) and based at the
VCCRI in Sydney with an academic appointment at
the University of New South Wales.

Community and Culture
We strive to ensure our staff and students enjoy
a great working environment. We value and are
committed to providing a work culture that
embraces diversity and gender equity
and promotes flexible working arrangements for
staff to balance working requirements and
personal needs.
Further we value and are strongly committed to
ensuring the mental and physical health,
wellbeing and safety of all our staff and students.

Terms of Appointment
The Laboratory Head is appointed by the
Institute for a period of five years, renewable
and is accountable to the Executive Director.

Salary
The successful candidate will be offered an
attractive remuneration package commensurate
with the responsibilities of the position and the
candidate’s skills, experience and qualifications.
Salary packaging options are also available to all
staff at the Institute.

Research Budget
A research budget will be provided to the
successful candidate to help support their
research activities, however, it is expected that the
candidate will enhance this internal resource
through substantial national and international
external funding. A competitive start up package
will be part of an offer of appointment.

Relocation
Where the successful candidate is required to
move to Sydney from their current place of
residence, the Institute will assist with a
reasonable relocation assistance package. Visa
sponsorship will be available if required.

How to apply
Expressions of interest for this position
should include the following elements:
> A cover letter addressing the key
selection criteria
> An outline of your current and future
research plans
> A comprehensive curriculum vitae
> Contact details of three referees

Please send your
application to:
Maria Voukenas
Head, Human Resources
m.voukenas@victorchang.edu.au

Closing date:
31 May 2021

Victor Chang Cardiac Research Institute
Lowy Packer Building
405 Liverpool Street
Darlinghurst, NSW 2010
Australia
T
W

(+61) 02 9295 8600
victorchang.edu.au

ABN

61 068 363 235

