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Dr Victor Chang AC, 193691
Pioneer of modern heart transplant surgery and humanitarian.
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Victor Chang AC (193891)

Dr Victor Changwasone of | dza (i Nudost difledh&art surgeonsa
pioneer of modern heart transplant surgeryand a humanitarian A
national hero, Victor Changwas hailed as W (i in8st prominent
doctor in the southernK S Y A & LaWdhisIBewbiitionary work in
the field of heart transplantation had implications for cardiac
patientsaroundthe globe

Dr Changpersonallysavedhundredsof lives In 1984 he led a team
of surgeonswho successfullyperformed a heart transplant on
schoolgirl,FionaCoote At the age of 14, Fionadefied all odds to
become! dza (i Nyoundest lieart transplant survivor and some
three decadedater remainsverywell.

In that sameyear, Dr Changfounded the National Heart Transplant
Program at St + A Y O $Hggpi@la which has since performed
thousandsof successfutransplants Dr Changalsoplayeda key role
in developingan artificial heart valve and an artificial heart assist
device




Born in Shanghaito Australianborn Chineseparentsin 1936 Victor
Chang(YamHim) cameto Australiain 1953and completedhis schooling
at the ChristianBrothers Collegein Lewisham In 1962 he graduated
from SydneyUniversity with a Bachelorof Medicine and Bachelorof
Surgery

After training in cardiothoracicsurgeryat the Mayo Clinic(USA)andin
the UK, he returned to St+ A y O Sa5pit&, Sydney For the next two
decadeshe operatedalongsidehis colleague<Dr Harry Windsorand Dr
Mark Shanahan,who had performed ! dza (i Ndirdt eveQtEeart
transplantin 1968

A caringsurgeonand humanitarian,Dr Changwas passionateabout the
power of discovery He had a bold vision to establisha world-class
medicalresearchinstitute, knowingthat while he could savehundredsof
livesthrough surgery,he couldsavethousandsmore throughresearch

Victor Changdied in tragic circumstanceson a Sydneystreet on 4 July
1991 Heis rememberedasa quiet, charmingman, much loved by his
patients and friends, his wife Ann and his children VanessaMatthew
andMarcus TheVictor ChangCardiadResearchnstitute is dedicatedto
hismemory
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Memories of the late
Dr Victor Chang AC

"Victor Changwas a quiet, charming person
with a good sense of humour, an intense
interest in his patients, and a fascination for
technology He did not seekfame, but it was
foisted upon him becauseof his outstanding
ability as a surgeonand a team t S| R-S NE
ProfessordohnHickie

G + A Baitl SoNiany qualitiesK somequalities
are common to most great people Some
however were especially his own. He was
abundantlykind, compassionat@and generous
in ways too numerousto mention Although
gentle, sensitiveand modestabout himselfhe
was neverthelesgonfidentand selfassuredas
a surgeon He was very assertiveabout what
he thought was right and proper He was a
greatteamf S I R BNk Shanahan

G = A héd2aNwicked sense of humour and f ’7
dearly loved to provoke and tease He always l
had time for his transplant patients and would :

often stopthem n the hall for a chat Theywere
constantly amazedthat he knew them all by
name Despite his position he was always
graciousand available Hesaidthat he wasjust
Y2 githed | yiEtdEwWasin fact, a colleague
anda¥T NJA § $iseXRosinalohnston
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The Vlctor Chang Cardlac Research Institut

TheVictor ChangCardiacResearchnstitute is dedicatedto finding
curesfor cardiovasculadiseaseand has earnedits place on the
globalstageasone of the mostrespectedfacilitiesin the world.

Renownedfor the quality of its medicalbreakthroughsthe Victor
Chang Institute uses innovative transplantation techniques and
conducts complex molecular and genetic analysis,to discover
better waysto diagnose treat and ultimately preventthe onset of
heartdisease

Founded in 1994 the Victor Chang Institute is the legacy of

legendary heart transplant surgeon, Dr Victor Chang Beginning
with just two scientists,the Victor Changlnstitute is now home to

more than 300researchersand staff
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History of the Victor Chang
Cardiac Research Institute

1936

Victor Chang born
in Shanghai to
Australian-born
Chinese parents.

1953

Victor migrates
to Australia as

1984

The National Heart
Transplant Program
is founded at

St Vincent's Hospital
by Dr Victor Chang.

April 8th, a team
of doctors led by
Dr Chang, operates

1994

@ St.Vincents Health Care Campus {Bf

1996

The Institute’s temporary premises
at the Garvan Institute of Medical
Research are opened by the late
Diana, Princess of Wales.

The Victor Chang Cardiac
Research Institute is officially
launched on the 14th of

a student at the
Christian Brothers

on 14-year-old Fiona
Coote, who becomes

The Victor Chang Cardiac Research
Australia's youngest

Institute hosts its first International

College, Sydney.

February by then Prime Minister,

heart transplant the Hon Paul Keating MP, with Symposium on Molecular Structure,
recipient. Kerry Packer, AC, as Patron Function and Development
and Prof Robert Graham of the Heart.
1 986 as Executive Director. It was
founded, originally under the 1997
Dr Cha.n{; a\{varded auspices of the Sisters of Charity
A“““"""{ s highest and St Vincent's Hospital — Death of Diana, Princess of Wales
recognition, the Sisters recognising the - Victor Chang White Rose Day
a Companion importance of research named in her memory.
of the Order of

as fundamental to better

1962

Victor graduates

from Sydney
University with a
Bachelor of Medicine,
Bachelor of Surgery,
becoming an intern
and, later, a registrar
in cardiothoracic
surgery at St Vincent's
Hospital, Sydney.

1968

Dr Harry Windsor

and Dr Mark Shanahan
perform Australia’s
first heart transplant at
St Vincent's Hospital.

Australia (AC).

1990

Dr Victor Chang
spearheads the
Heart of St Vincent's
Appeal. This appeal
raises much-needed
funds for a Cardiac
Transplant Ward and
Cardiac Diagnostic
Unit at St Vincent's
Hospital, Sydney.

1991

Victor Chang dies

in tragic circumstances
in Sydney on the

4th of July.

health outcomes.

1995

The Victor Chang Cardiac
Research Institute is accredited
as an independent research
organisation, with the Hon

Neville Wran, AC, QC

as its inaugural chairman.

The Victor Chang Cardiac
Research Institute formally
becomes affiliated with the
University of New South Wales.

1998

The inaugural Princess’ Lecture
held in honour of the late Diana,
Princess of Wales, delivered by
Professor Sir Magdi Yacoub.

The Paul Korner Seminar series

is established to recognise the
outstanding contributions of
Professor Paul Korner, a pioneer
of cardiovascular research in
Australia. The series is presented
weekly, providing our young
scientists with the opportunity to
present an update of their research
progress and achievements.
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